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ServeOhio Funds 22 Statewide Service Projects in Honor of  
Make a Difference Day 

Grants support more than 800 volunteers engaging in local community service projects across 20 Ohio 
cities 

 
COLUMBUS, OH – ServeOhio, the Governor-appointed commission on service and volunteerism, 
announces grant awards to support 22 local Make a Difference Day projects taking place the weekend of 
October 21. Make A Difference Day (October 22) is the largest national day of volunteering to meet 
community needs. The grants ServeOhio is providing, totaling more than $20,000, will fund service 
projects in 20 Ohio cities led by more than 800 volunteers.  
 
“We’re thrilled to see so many organizations across the state coming together to serve their 
communities for Make a Difference Day this year,” said William Hall, executive director for ServeOhio. 
“It’s true that you have to be the change you want to see in the world, and it’s great to see so many 
Ohioans with the common goal of making a difference in our amazing state.”  
 
The ServeOhio grants will support local projects throughout Ohio that commit to bringing volunteers 
together to create or improve community assets or infrastructure such as parks, schools, senior centers, 
community gardens or low-income homes. ServeOhio awards these projects with help from their 2022-
2023 partner, American Electric Power Foundation.  
 
This year’s recipients include: 
 

• Breakthrough Cincinnati, Cincinnati – More than 60 volunteers will beautify a local school’s 
playground and community garden. 

• Citizens Akron Church, Akron – 20 volunteers will beatify a playground used for after school 
programs. 

• City of St. Clairsville Parks and Recreation, St. Clairsville – 15 volunteers will add new 
landscaping to the local amphitheater. 

• Clinton County Youth Council, Wilmington – More than 75 volunteers will participate in a litter 
clean up, tree planting, and graffiti cover up at the youth center and the adjacent walking trail. 

• Columbus State Community College, Columbus – 35 volunteers will sort and organize donations 
and facilitate guest use of the local Free Store. 

• Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed, Columbus – 40 volunteers will plant native trees 
and shrubs to provide shade, infiltrate rainwater. 

• Health Partners Free Clinic, Troy – 10 volunteers will provide landscaping to the free clinic. 

• Holden Arboretum, Kirtland – More than 100 volunteers will plant seedlings and translate 
toolkits that encourages planting and caring for trees. 
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• Horizon Education Centers, North Olmsted – 10 volunteers will prepare books, activities, and 
bookbags filled with school supplies for 3- to 5-year-olds. 

• Logan County Land Trust, Bellefontaine – 20 volunteers will preserve and restore a 18000’s log 
cabin to be used as a nature center. 

• Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware – 50 volunteers will plant hundreds of daffodils on campus 
in neglected public spaces. 

• Reaching Above Hopelessness and Brokenness, Inc., Canton – 30 volunteers will sort and pack 
donations for survivors of human trafficking. 

• Richardson Elementary School, Cuyahoga Falls – 75 youth volunteers will create care kits for 
military personnel. 

• Springfield Promise Neighborhood, Springfield – 40 volunteers will construct and install play 
equipment in a youth area of a community garden. 

• Teen Start Inc., Cleveland – 55 volunteers will provide mental health resources and kits to 
community members. 

• Tri-County Career Center, Nelsonville – 20 volunteers will provide menstrual products to 
students both in school and at home. 

• United Way of Van Wert County, Van Wert – 15 volunteers will work to renovate and provide 
seating to a currently vacant lot. 

• University of Mount Union, Alliance – 100 volunteers will organize a community center with 
resources for students and community members. 

• Village of Lakemore, Lakemore – 15 volunteers will clean up trash and plant trees to improve 
the quality of storm water. 

• Vinton County Development Department, McArthur – 8 volunteers will beatify and update a 
local dog park. 

• The Well Community Development Foundation, Akron – 20 volunteers will assist local teachers 
prepare lesson plans and lesson materials. 

• Westwood Right Inc., Dayton – More than 70 volunteers will assist in restoring a home for 
affordable housing. 

 
Volunteers interested in serving in their community for Make a Difference Day or at any time 
throughout the year can visit Get Connected, ServeOhio’s statewide volunteer engagement platform.  
 

### 
 

About ServeOhio 
ServeOhio, Ohio’s Governor-appointed commission on service and volunteerism, strengthens Ohio 
communities through AmeriCorps and volunteer engagement. Through programs and initiatives funded 
and supported by ServeOhio, thousands of Ohioans of all ages engage in and are recognized for their 
service. Interested participants may learn more about ServeOhio at www.serveohio.org, or on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter.    
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